
TOWN OF PORT WASHINGTON 
OFFICE OF CLERK 

MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Town of Port Washington Plan Commission held on  
Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall. 

  
1. Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Jim Melichar, Jim Rychtik, Mike Didier, Chuck Baranek, Randy Noll, Dave 
Murphy, Christy Cramer- Planner and Jenny Schlenvogt- Clerk  
Absent: Dale Noll & Rick Fellenz- Zoning Administrator 
Residents present: 4 
A quorum of the Town Board is present 

 
2. Approval of previous months Plan Commission minutes.  

 
Motion made by Rychtik, seconded by R. Noll to approve the May minutes as written. 
Motion carried. 

 
3. Public Comments. None 
 
4. Old Business. None 

 
5. Town Chairman’s report. 

Chairman reports that Dave’s Excavation has finished culverts and seeding on Birch Rd. and 
Northwoods Rd.  
After many roadblocks, the recently approved Stiebs building is finally being built. 

 
6. Town Zoning Administrator report. Fellenz is absent from the meeting. 
 
7. Town Planning and Engineering report. Cramer reports that she is still working on updating 

the Planning application forms. 
 

8. Second Consideration of lot division for K& H Storage, Harlan Haas, owner. 
Cramer notes that Haas is withdrawing his request to rezone the property, but still wants to 
divide the property. The request is to split off the lot, and maintain zoning of M-1. Back to 
the original problem that access is only 31.94’ wide. Would require 60’ access provision. 
Cramer reads a section of code that allows the Plan Commission to waive the 60’ access, as 
the City standards are less than the Town’s requirements. Cramer will forward this request to 
the City for comments. 
 
Motion made by Murphy, seconded by Baranek to forward this lot division for 
approval by the Town Board. Motion carried. 

 
9. First Consideration of rezoning request for Harlan Hass. 

This request has been withdrawn. 
 
10. Discussion of draft ordinance for restrictions on placement of sex-offenders in the Town. 

Clerk spoke to the Town Attorney, who has no updates to the ordinance for now. Cramer will 
work on the map of restricted placement areas, if the ordinance is adopted. The map would 
be an attachment and referenced in the ordinance, and would need periodic maintenance as 
places enter and leave the Township or City.  



Paul Gantner, 2550 Hillcrest Drive, the State is working on a statewide ordinance which may 
make work on this ordinance redundant. Suggests researching this subject more before 
adopting. The City of Franklin is a very different community than the Town of Port. 
Consider something better tailored to the Town of Port. DOC gave a lot of info last month, 
collect the data and do the analysis. State may also work at better classifying the level of 
offenders, so we know what degree of offender we’re dealing with. 
Vickie Siebel-Garvey, DOC representative, The status of a statewide ordinance is unknown. 
It would be nice to have a consistent law across the County or State. A State ordinance may 
only affect schools and childcare facilities, it may only restrict the most severe offenders, and 
it likely would create a 1000’ radius of these properties. 
Murphy, It doesn’t make sense to draft a Town ordinance if the State is working on an 
ordinance.      
Didier, it might be a knee jerk reaction. Ordinance just makes people feel good. Provides a 
copy of the draft State ordinance, from State Rep. Brooks.  
Rychtik asks what the Town has to lose by going forward with the ordinance? The Town 
Attorney and Planner have already put time into it. It won’t cost the Town that much more 
money to adopt something. What’s the harm in adopting what’s in front of us?  
Murphy, there are plenty of offenses that aren’t regulated, like murderers, armed robbers, we 
don’t limit them. Town is creating too many restrictions. 
R. Noll, lets create restrictions based on the level of the offense. 
Baranek, would you want to consider the density of placement? Is it a good or bad thing to 
put offenders in all one place? 
Melichar recommends the Plan Commission members look at the ordinance and map the 
Planner has created. Work on it before the July meeting, to customize the ordinance that 
better fits the Town. 

 
11. Discussion of possible changes to the current Knellsville Plan & Zoning code. 

Cramer distributes the map and Knellsville Plan. It was a good plan at the time, but it was 
never executed. History of the area is discussed, and the need to have a plan in place, when 
heavy development pressure occurred in the early 2000’s. 
Baranek, We now have property owners whose hands are tied. 
Murphy, These developments don’t just happen. The property owners need to commit to the 
investment to bring in sewer and water, or recognize that their land is only as valuable as its 
use today. Moving forward requires a broker to market the land.  
Melichar, There is potentially a viable well already here, that could be used.  
Cramer, warns that a municipal well could be a lot of headaches, operating and monitoring 
costs. 
Rychtik, are the taxpayers interested in investing in the Knellsville Plan? Believes the only 
way for it to work, would require eminent domain. Residents will want more than their 
property is worth. A lot of buildings are in the way of the best visibility of the interstate. 
Gantner, small parcels need to be dealt with. 
Melichar thinks having the plan in place is still the first step. Need to stick with the plan, 
eventually the pressure for development will come back. The Town would be interested in 
discussing a sale price of the neighboring property with the Schmidts.  

 
12. Adjournment. 

 
Motion to adjourn, made by R. Noll, seconded by Murphy. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.  

 
Jennifer M. Schlenvogt,  
Town Clerk/ Plan Commission Secretary 

 


