
TOWN OF PORT WASHINGTON 
OFFICE OF CLERK 

MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Town of Port Washington Plan Commission  
held on Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall.  

 
 
1. Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Jim Melichar, Jim Rychtik, Mike Didier, Chuck Baranek, Randy Noll, Rick Fellenz- 
Zoning Administrator, Christy Cramer- Planner, Jenny Schlenvogt- Clerk and Steve Cain, 
Town Attorney 
Absent: Dale Noll & Dave Murphy 
Residents present: 8 
A quorum of the Town Board is present 

 
2. Approval of previous months Plan Commission minutes.  
 

Motion made by R. Noll, seconded by Baranek to approve the April minutes as 
presented. Motion carried. 

 
3. Public Comments. 

Joann Schmidt, 3363 Terry Lane, asks about development options for their 2 properties 
adjacent to the Town Hall. The Knellsville Environs overlay causes problems because the 
properties are too small to conform with the current zoning requirements. Cramer confirms 
the Schmidt’s need a minimum of 40,000 s.f., and combined these lots are smaller than that. 
The proposed relocation of Highland Drive also limits how the properties can be developed. 
Under the current Knellsville Plan & Zoning code it’s impossible to do anything different 
with them at this time.  
Schmidt- Lack of sewer and water limits what can be done here. Thinking of storage 
buildings because they don’t require water, and are easily torn down if development comes 
in. 
Rychtik- Maybe the whole plan needs to be reviewed? If they can’t combine lots and still do 
anything that’s a real problem. City has no short term or long term plan to bring sewer and 
water out here. 
Paul Gantner, 2550 Hillcrest Dr.- There was good intent in the Knellsville Plan, but there 
should be some incentive to get it started. As the ordinance is written, there’s a lot of 
substandard lots.  
Baranek- It started as such a big plan, may need to reconsider as a few small areas first. 
Melichar- We can accommodate only so far, Oldenberg left because they couldn’t grow here 
anymore. We can’t force them to stay, or for the neighbors to work together to create 
development. We can look into putting in our own well. We researched it years ago. 
Gantner- What would be the cost to bring sewer & water to the Town?  
R. Noll recommends this be a topic for discussion at next month’s meeting. 

 
4. Old Business. 

Clerk Schlenvogt asks for feedback on the current application forms. They are out of date 
and need simplification. Cramer will draft changes. 
The Bait Box owner paid his past due project fees by check. She will follow up with him in a 
few weeks to sign the Temporary Use Permit, to allow time for the check to clear. 



 
5. Town Chairman’s report. None  
 
6. Town Zoning Administrator report. Fellenz reports on meeting with Stiebs on building 

setbacks. The Wreath Barn basement has been started. 
 
7. Town Planning and Engineering report. None 
 
8. Second Consideration of lot division for K& H Storage, Harlan Haas, owner. 

Haas asked to table this item until next month. Will be Second Consideration again next 
month. 
 
Motion made by Rychtik, seconded by R. Noll to table this item until next month and 
accept an extended action agreement. Motion carried. 

 
9. First Consideration of rezoning request for Harlan Hass. 

Haas also asked to table this item until next month. 
 
Motion made by Rychtik, seconded by R. Noll to table this item until next month. 
Motion carried. 

 
Agenda taken out of order by Melichar 
 
11.  Discussion of draft ordinance for restrictions on placement of sex-offenders in the Town. 
 
Gina Carney, WI Dept of Corrections, Sex-Offender Registry Specialist, and previously a parole 
agent supervising sex offenders. Her objective is to provide education on offenders and research 
on how ordinances affect communities. There are many misconceptions on the registry. We all 
have the same goal of community safety. There are 23,722 registered sex offenders in WI: 25 %  
are in prison, 25% are monitored and 50% are no longer being monitored. There are 102 in 
Ozaukee Co, of which 23 are in the 53074 zip code. That number sounds high, but many of those 
offenders are housed in the Ozaukee County jail. 
When Sex offenders are released there are 3 levels; A level 1 offender, only law enforcement is 
notified, level 2 is targeted notification, such as neighbors, and level 3 is a full out notification to 
the media, and all neighbors. 
For comparison, there are 296 offenders in Sheboygan. 
Common myths- sexual assaults are by strangers, 93% are family or friends of the victim. 
Sex offenders always re-offend. Only 3-5 % reoffend. Specific characteristics of the offender 
must be taken into consideration. 
Residency restrictions can lead to homelessness, creates a false sense of security and increased 
non-registration (hiding that they are offenders). There is also no evidence that placement in 
close proximity to schools causes a likelihood to reoffend. You can’t eradicate all sex offenders 
by creating an ordinance. They have been, and will always be here. 12,000 are unsupervised so 
they may be living among you already. Difficult to monitor, causes unemployment, solitude, can 
push them to reoffend. Only 6 of the 102 current offenders in our county didn’t live here before 
they offended. 
Sex offenses are very under reported. Ordinances can cause the unintended consequence of 
hiding these offenders. Ordinances in other states have done studies showing homelessness 
increases, and has caused no significant decline in sex offenders. There are some legal sources 
coming out against the registries, showing that registries don’t work. An Ordinance could create 
some child safety zones. Recommends that an ordinance allow for an appeal process for the 
offender to tell their story and how they’ve been rehabilitated, asking for a second chance. 



Some offenders are mentally and physically disabled. They are more reliant on their family to 
care for them. Keeping them away from their family will not help the problem. 
As a board ask if drafting this ordinance is going to make your community and children safer? 
Visit the Website: www.offender.doc.state.wi.us for more information and use this site to be 
notified if an offender moves into your area. 
Nanci Johnson, 4838 Upper Forest Beach Rd. so to be notified of an offender moving to your 
neighborhood, do I need to sign up? 
Carney, We don’t notify on every placement, if we did it would lose its seriousness. People 
wouldn’t take these notifications seriously. When ordinances are put into effect sex offenders 
tend to give false information on where they are living.  
Melichar asks about the appeal process and how it works with privacy. 
Attorney Cain asks if a state wide ordinance is close? And is it harder to place when there's an 
ordinance in place? 
Carney, not sure how close, but the DOC would be in favor of a Statewide ordinance. Yes, 
placement limits where in the community they can go. Offenders typically get placed back into 
the community where they offended. 
Didier, can they return to previous home after served their time? 
Rychtik, how do we define “where children congregate”? 
Cain distributes a draft ordinance, which is similar to the Franklin and City of Mequon. Franklin 
ordinance has been tested in State Court and survived, 2000 feet restrictions from areas where 
children are likely to be. Also calls for child safety zones, where sex offenders can’t hang out. 
When every community adopts these it restricts where people can be, as a collusion of 
communities. This could prompt the state to adopt a statewide ordinance. 
Anyone who lives there prior to the ordinance passage would be allowed to stay.  
As communities adopt these, offenders get pushed out in into the rural areas. 
Cramer shows identified locations on a Town map that may be considered as restricted areas; 
public and private schools, recreational trail, preschool, dance academy. With the exception of 
the Interurban Trail, all of these locations are in the City of Port Washington.  Concentric rings 
of 1000 & 2000 feet do extend into the Town. May add nature preserves to restricted areas. 
Rychtik asks if these are areas children would attend unsupervised? For example, is the County 
Sheriff Dept doing bike trail enforcement now? 
Oz Co Deputy, no we don’t patrol it now. 
Melichar how often do you have offenders not follow rules now? 
Carney,  when we place someone we look at where their risk is. We place them somewhere 
where they won’t reoffend. It’s quite rare that someone reoffends. They go back to jail for doing 
small infractions like drinking a beer. 
Johnson, we’ve seen our neighbor on Social Media. It happened for quite some time and we had 
to bring it to attention of the DOC. 
Melichar, we want to keep this ordinance general, to serve the Town as a whole. I'm most 
concerned by the 12,000 sex offenders currently unmonitored in Wisconsin. 
Paul Gantner, 2550 Hillcrest Drive, the DOC can’t be everywhere, they don’t have the 
manpower. Sex offenders can be a broad spectrum of definition from mistakes by a dumb kid to 
a vicious predator. 
Carney, registry will tell you what you’ve been convicted of. They are either on it for life, or on 
it for 15 years. Registry is usually not people involved in “high school romances”. Suggests the 
town classify adult and youth offender differently in the ordinance. 
Cramer, this draft ordinance doesn’t currently have the appeal process, and I don’t recommend 
the Town add it. Opens the Town to litigation, and a lot of time to process.  
Peter Galisinski, 4838 Upper Forest Beach Rd. asks if they can restrict sex offender placements 
on their private road? Does a bus stop on our road qualify as a restricted area? 
Rychtik where do we stop? I have 8 kids that get on the bus within 500 feet of my house. Would 
you designate the end of a private driveway a bus stop? 



Attorney Cain has studies to provide to the Town on the effect of these ordinances so the Town 
can make an informed decision.  
Cramer will continue working on the map and continue discussion on this item next month. 
 
Didier leaves the meeting for item #10 
 
10.  Review of Conditional Use Permit for Sprint-Nextel, telecommunication tower- 2 year 
review. Schlenvogt attempted to reach a representative from Sprint by mail, email & phone, but 
did not receive a response regarding the tower. 

 
Motion made by Rychtik, seconded Baranek to review this CUP again in 2 years. 
Motion carried. Didier abstains. 

 
Didier rejoins the meeting. 
 
12. Adjournment. 
 

Motion to adjourn, made by R. Noll, seconded by Baranek. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.  

 
 

Jennifer M. Schlenvogt,  
Town Clerk/ Plan Commission Secretary 

 


